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I desire you may be always great and prosperous and that
your path may be illumined as your heart may desire. I
would have you know how Coge Alijan carne and told me of
your love and your goodwill. Some words exchanged between
you, he repeated very well, and they increased our mutual
friendship. Therefore I send Coge Alijan that he may tell
you some things I said to him and make them known to you. I
beg you to dispatch him soon and send him back to me.
Send me also some master gunners and I shall satisfy them
as they wish. I ask this of you for our friendship's sake. All
my hope rests with you, and let our messengers ever come
and go. Anything you desire of me, ask it of him, and have
great confidence in my friendship!"

Having delivered this flowery missive, the ambassador
presented the Shah's lordly gifts. He urged the Governor to
put on the belt and dagger, as well as the magnificent bro-
caded robe. The Shah had sent it from his own wardrobe
and begged Albuquerque to wear it as a friend.

Albuquerque threw the wondrous garment about his
shoulders, but with the usual masculine unwillingness to
sport unconventional attire, declined to put it on. Not
being a king, he tactfully told the ambassador, lie could not
wear anything quite so beautiful. He would keep it among
his most treasured possessions and show it to his friends*

The ambassador was escorted with dignity to his abode.
The dazzling gifts remained displayed upon the dais and
Albuquerque made the whole lot over to the captains in one
sweeping gesture. He only kept the Shah's gorgeous gown
to make a dress for the Virgin in the chapel of Nossa Senhora
da Serra at Goa, the coats of mail to send to the Infante
D. Luiz, the golden basin and ewer for the Queen, and the
hunting panthers for the King of Ormuz. For these he paid
the captains out of his own money.

"The captains," says Gaspar Correa, "divided the pre-
sents up among themselves, and the other fidalgos and the
men remained disconsolate!"

Albuquerque decided to relieve their gloom by making a